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-
B ElAE
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EF S (=]
2 Class Il https://bit.ly/3VIpBTT o 8 Class Vi https://bit.ly/3jvnteS %
(=], =]
3 Class Ill https://bit.ly/3GIE3qH iE 9 Class IX https://bit.ly/3hULATW r
=171 (=]
(=11 [=] (=] % [=]
a Class IV https://bit.ly/3v[EAD9 e 10 Class X https://bit.ly/3YQ5aRS s
OR) (=]
ElAE E#)E
5 Class V https://bit.ly/3YIWfS6 L E 11 Class XI https://bit.ly/3GIhXVb
=] E.1tA
- s . l-l
6 Class VI https://bit.ly/3hZPyKR F 12 Class XII https://bit.ly/3Gnmjva %
0 =7
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atfesert foter : <1 3 fomior § wwar gore fren & fog

BSH & HA-T1Y SSfhal i 18T YoM T T hdo
TfereRtoT sh1 Afg Tt o1 oft TR 8| rmToTe sere §
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F=d  SMILE (Social media Interface for learning
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Learn Ganganagar-A Programme to Enhance English Communication Skills

eaching English as a foreign

language has always been a
challenging task particularly in hindi
speaking rural India. The linguistic
skills of the students are limited grossly
to reading and writing the answers of
their textual questions only with little
focus on speaking. It gravely affects the
students of government schools and
consequently, they find themselves
half-prepared to compete with their
counterparts from the high end urban
private schools. The students of
government schools may have better
understanding of a subject, but due to
lack of command over English, they
still find themselves uncompetitive for
corporate sector.

Learn Ganganagar is an
innovation, intervened by District
Administration of Ganganagar to bring
about transformation in English
communication skills of the students'of.
government schools. The idea got"its
roots during Mrs. Rukmani /Riar,
District Collector’s visit to a Mahatma
Gandhi Government school, when she
observed that both the teachers and the
students need to polish their English
communication skills to take the
teaching learning activities to the
desired level. Mahatma Gandhi
Government school is a flagship
programme of the government that
differs from other schools due to its
medium of learning. If the students of
these schools fail to communicate in the
language of their pedagogy, the whole
mission will be futile. Hence, it was
decided to launch a programme that
would provide a platform of Spoken
English classes to the students of
government schools every Saturday on
No-Bags day. Initially, the programme
was meant to be launched in Mahatma
Gandhi Government schools only, but
subsequently it was extended to all
government schools of the district.

Challenges- Since this was the
first of its kind in school education in
the state, the challenges were manifold.
Initially, it was thought upon to involve

O Arvinder Singh

fluent and master speakers from civil
society, bureaucracy and defence
services. It was decided to launch an
App to invite volunteers with an option
to choose a school of their choice every
Saturday and contribute their free
services to teach English
communication skills to the students.
But to make the programme
sustainable, 1200 English teachers of
the district needed to be trained. A Core
Project team was formed under Mr.
Muhammad Junaid, IAS, CEO, Zila
Parishad as Nodal Officer. I was given
an opportunity to execute the work in
coordination with, department of
education\and \district @admmnistration.
The first'and foremost challenge’ was
the dselection and..training of KRPs
followed by, the; training, of almost
twelve hundred English teachers in the
district The  development -of Class
appropriate’ modules ‘was another task
thatneeded to be addressed alongside.
Training- A meeting with
Directors of leading IELTS institutes of
Ganganagar was' arranged under the
aegis of District Collector, that led the
path to ten days’ training to the first
batch of ' 220 teachers. ' The group
consisted-of lecturers, senior teachers
and level II teachers, who were willing
to be trainedwith |panache. Two
institutes were selected, that would
provide free training with boarding
lodging facilities as required. Mrs.
Rukmani Riar and Mr. Junaid visited
the training venue almost on daily basis
to see whether the training achieved its
objectives. It was a huge success as
almost all participating teachers
enhanced their communication
potential to the desired standards. The
outcome of the training was appreciated
far and wide not only by teaching
fraternity but also got a positive
coverage in print and electronic media.
A group of KRPs was formed amongst
the best speakers of the lot to further
train the remaining teachers at block
level. At the persuasion of district
administration, Bhama Shahs and

business houses were involved in to
provide facilities for block level
training. A total of 1180 teachers in
English of the district were trained at
zero government budgeting in April and
May 2022 through a fifty hours
intensive training that included group
discussions, role-plays, debates,
extempore, reviews, mock interviews,
picture and documentary analysis etc.
The training was a life changing
experience for the teachers and they
were very elated and motivated to learn
new techniques and methods of
engaging students in classroom
situations. Most of them graded it as the
best training of their career and sent
highly positive reviews through video
messages. Its impact has been observed
in execution at school level.
Preparation of Modules-
Preparing modules for actual classroom
Situations was another horrendous task
that needed to be completed before the
startof new session in July. I took up the
challenge personally and formed a team
of English teachers to design class
appropriate modules. It was decided to
prepare two sets of modules; separate
ones for elementary and secondary
classes. A booklet of ten modules of one
hundred commonly asked questions
was drafted for elementary classes.
Similarly,a set of thirty activity-based
modules was prepared for secondary
classes, that included self-introduction,
surroundings, school environment,
habits, friends, decision-making,
problem-solving, analysis etc. A whole
range of activities that formed teachers’
training was also included. After
several reviews by DM Madam and
CEO sir, modules were approved and
shared with schools. District
Administration provided funds to get
two thousand copies of the modules
printed so that every government school
could have one copy each. A 1000
words limited vocabulary dictionary
has also been developed and shared
with each school in soft copy. A date-
wise calendar of thirty classes was
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prepared at the district level to ensure
uniformity in all schools.

Execution- All government
Schools of the district are conducting
spoken English classes every Saturday
through activities provided in the
modules. The students of elementary
classes are learning to respond to
questions in the booklet. It has been
observed during school inspections that
majority of the students have been able
to introduce themselves in English
language. Two English words are
circulated daily from the district office
to all schools through social media
network. Mahatma Gandhi
Government schools have gone a step
further to organize a competitive
language activity at school level. A
good number of army and BSF officers
have contributed by taking model
classes in MGGS. It seems to be a small
step yet, but if nurtured, will transform
the perception of society toward
government education system. Not only,
will it enhance communication skills of
the students, but also help them take
their self-confidence to the highest
level. It will bring them at par with théir
private school counterparts and provide
them equal opportunities of
employment.

Learn Ganganagar has been an
awakening experience for teachers and
officers of the department. It has
strengthened our belief that any tiny
idea of innovation, if nourished
properly, can result in something
excellent. It also emphasizes the need of
such training to all teachers of Mahatma
Gandhi Government schools Should we
expect this flagship programme to
flourish? The scope of training to
English teachers should not be limited
to theoretical knowledge but
enhancement of all linguistic skills,
grammar, phonetics and pronunciation.
Learn Ganganagar is just a first small
step towards a long journey and may
best be summed up in the words of
Robert Frost,

“And miles to go before I sleep”.

ADPC- SMSA
Sri Ganganagar (Raj.)
Mob. 9460094870

School Eduaction

Teaching English in Rajasthan

O Kana Ram Sharma

English has the major role to play
in the prevalent socioeconomic era. It
has been evolved into a lingua franca of
the globe. Spatial barriers have been
nullified with the advent of internet
revolution. No human being is literally
foreign today. With all this
metamorphic change, there is an urging
need to have a strong and wholesome
communication tool to cope with all the
tongue differences. English is the only
possible language that ean be the lingua
franca~ with \such! la! flexibility, and
evolvingnature.

Keepingwin-view of ‘that
education “System (of yevery state of
provinee. has. .embarked “with all the
possibleways to.teach English so as to
run abreastthe gusty waves. The School
Education Department of Rajasthan is
not an exception’ to this. We have
determined | best measures for the
teaching and . learning of English.
Rajasthan School Education System is
meticulously striving to" get to the
standard and strata of every kind.

And we, the English teachers are
supposedto play-a-vital andpivotal role
to inject English in the given conditions
in the younger generation of such a
unique social strata of Rajasthan. After
all the advantage the modernity and
globalisation provide, there are various
chances of questions and challenges
while teaching English in Rajasthan.

Here are some aspects that
should be kept in mind while teaching
English in Rajasthan:-

o Sounds and Spellings:- We have a
different vocal range. Initially our
throat is neither acquainted nor
accustomed to the various sounds of
English. For example the

sounds  //o//, I/=/l, 1/, 1/8/],

//e// etc our pronounced far more

different than Rajasthani and other
Indian languages. The initial sounds
of the words i.e. all, fall, boy, cat,
there and thin etc are much different
from any of Rajasthani and Hindi.
There is also a tendency to teach
English according to the Barahkhari of
Hindi where we try to find a sound for
sound translation from Hindi alphabets.
That’s quite wrong and it actually ends
up marking wrong spellings and
pronunciation. There is no mutual
replacement of alphabets or sounds
both in English and Hindi. There are
several sounds such as<h, @, 7,9, g, d,

© etc thatare not spoken in English.

For example the letter ‘c’ has its
own diameter and range when the sound
1s-concerned. It sounds as //s// as in
cement and civil, /k// as in coin, corn
and chemistry and //{f//as in chair,
choice and cello. There is huge variety
of such sounds that are pretty different
from Rajasthani and Hindi. So we must
take an utmost care of these words
while pronouncing in the classroom.
‘We cannot just do away with making the
students learn mere spelling and
meaning of a word. We have to focus
upon the exact pronunciation of the
particular word. We have to make our
students know that English has to
different Barahkhari. We focus and care
for the twenty six letters for writing but
we don’t really pay any serious heed to
the forty four sounds to speak. We had
the topic phonetic transcription in our
Senior Secondary Examination Course
a couple of years back. We need to teac
hphonetic transcriptions compulsorily
in the early years of the school.

o Salutation and Greetings:- We teach
Good morning, good afternoon,
good night and good bye etc in the
initial years of school and are
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content with telling their
translations i.e. g8 bl THERT, TH

ohl THEh etc. We also put Mr., Miss

or Mrs. before the names when we
are trying to communicate in
English. There is a need to
conceptualise the real sense behind
these phrases. And there is no harm
done if we put Shri, Smt and Jee
before or after the names.

Why don’t we simply stop
providing word by word translation!

We must avoid translating
everything readily. We have to leave a
few things to the students to let them
sink in and form a habit of using the
words in day to day life. We should
focus on the articulation of speech for
the betterment of understanding more
than providing a readymade translation
that makes the class rote and boring too.
o Cultural Brushes:- Rajasthan is

known for its dynamic and
tantalizing fabric of society. Weg
teach a language mostly through
literature. And the literature, of
English covers almost whole of the
globe and thus varies the most.
These cultural diversions should not
impose any negative or
contradictory effect upon the
students. Rather it should be taken
positively having them as the
variety of ways the people live in.
The teacher will need to have a
level-headed attitude and outlook in
such cases.

o Love:-There may be a special sort of
interpretation for love in many parts
of Rajasthan. The word love itself
has been associated with the
cinematic love where two persons
sing a song around a tree, embrace
or cuddle each other. So the students
may react unnecessarily at the mere
mention of the word love. They
have to be explained the real literary
meaning of love and its depth and
dimensions. Once you acquaint
them with the real love there will be
no more giggles or furtive glances in

the classroom when you will be
teaching ‘Love across the Salt
Desert'.

o Hugs and Kisses:- There is the
culture of kissing the beloved in
many parts of the world while
Indian always try to shun such overt
display of love. When such account
occurs in the stories, it sometimes
becomes uncomfortable to deliver
the lesson. The teacher should make
the environment of the class mature
and level —headed before such a
lesson. He must have to win the
confidence of his students and make
the delivery of the lesson in such a
fluid and natural way that the
students should only keep
engrossed, in «the yprogress of the
chapter)

o4 \Food and beverages:- ThereiSlotof
difference in-eafing and drinking
behaviour)across. the globe.
Sometimes it-becomes odd for the
younger ones to know: for the first
time. For example The Last Lesson
has the' French background where
the butcher totally an odd character
for the students and they make faces
when we talk about his profession in
such an accepted manner because
most of Rajasthan’s village folk are
vegetarian-and-"do“not want to
mention-names of non vegetarian
dishes. Again the cook of Dr.Sadao
in the chapter Enemy kills the bird
while having a conversation and lets
the blood flow in the Vistaria vine
that looks peculiar to the innocent
village folks of Rajasthan. The
chapter Proposal talks about
Russian wedding and about the
raising the toast where liquor is the
part and parcel of the customs and
traditions of Russian marriage.

These accounts may cast an
unfavourable effect upon the young
ones if the teacher just moves ahead
unattended to the nuances of such kind.

We have to make a whole descriptive

account without failing to link with and

think about our traditional life and its

norms. We have to make them believe
that there can be cultural differences
between the two sects and community.
And it is not necessary to take
everything in that we may come across
on the various points. We should try to
learn English keeping our culture intact.
o Geographical Divergence:- When
the writer narrates the story ‘We Are
Not Afraid to Die if We Can All Be
Together' there are numerous terms
of sea and water and the chapter
‘Deep Water' is also about water and
fishing, boating, canoeing and
picnicking etc. A child born and
brought up in the Thar where water
has not that abundance to have it for
transportation or other purposes
needs ko know about these things
fully well. We talk about hills and
snow in the chapter Silk Road. He or
she may lose interest in Douglas and
his efforts to eradicate the phobia of
water if the things are not discussed
properly. We should make it clear
that being amongst the particular
tract of land that they essentially
have to hone their particular skills
accordingly to survive fully well.
There are plenty of such things
that can be faced during the teaching
learning process of English. We can
avoid uncomfortable and odd situations
in the class by being aware, progressive
and positive. We should always keep
contemplating upon our classes and
their variants. We can keep discussing
these things with our colleagues and
other scholar friends in the teaching
field. Many a time we hear
discouraging remarks about English
and its future in Rajasthan. We cannot be
marked as the one who lag behind and
remain so. We will work hard and will
do it. There are more than a single way
to teach anything and we have been
appointed to do the best. And lets make

itthe best.
Lecturer in English
Govt. Sr. Sec. School Sonpalsar, Churu (Raj.)
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S. Donar Name School Name Block Name District Amount

No. L

1 | TARACHAND CHOUDHARY GOVT. SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL FATEHPUR SIKAR 474000
CHACHIWAD-BADA (213121)

2 | MOOL CHAND MEEL GOXT,_SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL LAXMANGARH | SIKAR 321000
LALASI (213222)

3 | CAVIVEK CHOUDHARY LALASI GOVT. SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL LAXMANGARH | SIKAR 109000
LALASI (213222)

4 | MUKESH KUMAR SHAHEED DEPUTY COMMANDANT RAJGARH CHURU 90000
VIJAYPAL SINGH GOVT. SENIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL GAGADWAS (215234)

5 | SOHAN RAM POTALIYA GOVT. SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL SARDARSHAHAR| CHURU 85670
BIJARASAR (419937)

6 |REVANT RAM POTALIYA GOVT. SENIOR SECONDARY'SCHOOL SARDARSHAHAR| CHURU 85670
BIJARASAR (419937)

7 | SHREE GANPATI SHIKSHAN AWAM | GOVT. UPPER PRIMARY SCHOOL PIPRALI SIKAR 75000

SEVA SANSTHAN BAJOR SIKAR AMBEDKAR NAGAR SIKAR (503116)

8 |RAJU DAS SWAMI GOVT. SENIOR'SECONDARY SCHOOL SARDARSHAHAR| CHURU 72000
BIJARASAR (419937)

9 | GANPAT RAM GOVT. SENIOR SECONDARY'SCHOOL NIMBI|DEEDWANA NAGAUR 57100
KHURD (219800)

10 |KHINYA RAM JANDU GOVT. SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL JAYAL NAGAUR 51000
KHABARIYANA (213424)

11 | MUKESH PURI GOSWAMI GOVT. SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL PIPRALI SIKAR 51000
PUROHIT KA BAS (213407)

12 |KALU RAM GOVT. SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL RAJGARH CHURU 51000
KHUDDI (215224)

13 |INDU BALA SHARMA SON DEVI BANGUR GOVT. GIRLS SENIOR |DEEDWANA NAGAUR 51000
SECONDARY SCHOOL DIDWANA (219829)

14 | RAJENDER PRASAD GOVT. SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL RAJGARH CHURU 51000
KHUDDI (215224)

15 | SAVITA PRADEEP KABRA MAHATMA GANDHI GOVT. SCHOOL PALSANA SIKAR 50000
REWASA (492164)

16 | JAGDEESH PRASAD MEENA GOVT. SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL BAMANWAS SAWAI 50000
SIRSALI (212753) MADHOPUR

17 | BASANTI LAL SHARMA GOVT. SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL SUWANA BHILWARA 50000
BHOLI (214821)

18 | RAM CHANDRA ARYA MAHATMA GANDHI GOVT. SCHOOL BHINDER UDAIPUR 50000
SANJAY COLONI KANOER (400886)
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S. DISTRICT TRANSACTION | AMOUNT 17 | JALOR 155 12672
NO. 18 | AJIMER 55 11302
1 SIKAR 56 1245180 19 | SIROHI 1 10000
2 CHURU 96 998219 20 | TONK 7 8011
3 BANSWARA 83 293498 21 | BIKANER 15 5735
4 NAGAUR 31 273520 22 | BARAN 3 4301
5 UDAIPUR 23 179161 23 | DUNGARPUR 3 4300
6 SAWAIMADHOPUR 8 146200 24 | JAISALMER 28 3849
7 KOTA 87 145360 25 | GANGANAGAR 8 3821
8 JHUNJHUNU 26 78700 26 | RAJSAMAND 19 3491
9 BHILWARA 13 62512 27 | PALI 6 3430
10 | BARMER 77 50312 28 | PRATAPGARH 6 3150
11 | CHITTAURGARH 11 41401 29 | ALWAR 16 1802
12 | HANUMANGARH 55 34621 30 | DAUSA 2 1500
13 | BUNDI 30 31720 31 | JHALAWAR 2 1500
14 | JAIPUR 16 25501 32 | DHAULPUR 2 700
15 | BHARATPUR 5 21231 33 | KARAULI 5 300
16 | JODHPUR 12 18111 Total 962 3725111
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