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National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

Anlntrospective and Prospective Assessment

ducation has always been a

matter of paramount importance
in life. It teaches values, creates
oportunities, inculcates critical
thinking, builds confidence, moulds
character and fulfills basic needs.
Education plays a pivotal role in
achieving full human potential,
promoting national progress and
developing just an equitable society.
Education is a marvellous tool
which can be used to change the
world and facilitate one's purpose in
life.

The pursuit of knowledge
(Jhan) wisdom (Pragya) and truth
(Satya) was always said to be the
highest goal in Indian philosophy
and thought. World class institutions
of ancient India such as Nalanda,
Vikramshila, Vallabhi and Takshila
hosted students and scholars from
across the world. They set the
highest standards of reasearch and
teaching.

The leaders of the freedom
struggle also thought of education
as an important factor of nation
building. They considered it to be a
process of realization of best in
human body, soul and spirit.
Mahatma Gandhi especially
propounded the idea of "Buniyaadi
Shiksha".Post independence
modern India also focused on
education through several
commissions such as Kothari
Commission, Radhakrishnan
Commission etc. The right to
education was made an enforceable
fundamental right through the 86th
amendment (Article 21A) resulting
in provision for universal education

O Lukut Ballabh Gaur

to all children between ages 6 and 14
(The Right to Education Act, 2009)

More than three decades have
passed since the last education
policy was erected in 1986, But
since then much has changed. India
has liberalized its economy.
Population has witnessed a huge
growth of 65%. There is a sizeable
aspirational middle class. There is a
massive influence of technology on
every sphere of life. Our education
system is still impaired by the age old
problems of quality professionalism
and difficulties of reaching to the
needy ones. A lot more remain to be
done to keep pace with the ever
changing scenario around the globe.
Though we have witnessed a
significant increase in literacy rates
but the "Buniyaadi Shiksha" of
Gandhijiis still a far cry.

The successive reports of
Annual State of Education Report
(ASER) state the dismal condition
of education system. The gaps
between textbook teaching and real
life vocations, poor learning leads to
a big imbalance in rural-urban,
private-public educational sectors.
Up till now our main focus has been
on rote learning, excessive and cut
throat competition or terror of
marks and ranks.

One of the phenomenon after
liberalization, privatization and
globalization (LPG) is the
marketization of the education
sector. The mushroom like growth
of educational institutions with
insufficient facilities is also an
important concern of worry because
they are producing a class of

"Educated Unemployed" in our
country. This can be perceived in the
growth of engineering and
management colleges and pitiable
condition of the majority of
graduates from these colleges.

The school dropout rates
continue to remain high inspite of
various efforts made in this
direction. This hampers the goal of
universal education. This can be
attributed to the non-utility of
formal education and inability to
connect and utilize it to real life
situations.

Taking all these above
mentioned issues in consideration
the New Education Policy - 2020
has emerged. The final policy is
based on the draft report submitted
by Dr. K. Kasturirangan Committee
which was constituted by the
Ministry of HRD in 2017.

The NEP is built on the
fundamental pillars of Equity,
Quality, Access, Accountability and
Affordability. This policy is
focussed on the 2030 agenda for
sustainable development and aims
to revise and overhaul the education
system in our country including its
regulations and governance in toto.
It will also make both school and
college education more holistic,
flexible and multi-disciplinary.

The NEP recognizes that over
85% of child's cumulative brain
development takes place prior to the
age of 6. To ensure healthy brain
development and growth,the
existing form of 10+2 structure is to
be transformed to new 5+3+3+4
structure with a strong base of early
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childhood care and education ECCE
from age 3. One of the most
important aspects of the NEP is to
give atmost priority to the education
system that will help to achieve
universal foundational literacy and
numeracy in primary school by
2025.

To reach this goal, it is
proposed to set up a National
Mission on Foundational Literacy
and Numeracy by the HRD on
priority.This is because various
reports indicate that a large
proportion of students currently at
elementary level have not attained
foundational literacy and numeracy
the ability to read and understand
basic text and basic calculation.

One more aspect that attracts
our attention is that the policy aims
at a Pupil Teacher Ration (PTR) of
under 30:1 and 25:1 for socio
economically backward areas.

It is common thought that
morning hours after a nutritious
breakfast can be high yielding for
the study of hard subjects for that
fact keeping in mind a simple but
energizing breakfast will be
provided along with midday meal.

Curriculum will be reduced to
its main essentials for each subject
to encourage inquisitivenessand
discovery based critical thinking,
scientific vision, critical thinking
and analysis based learning. There
is also a provision for vocational
training along with internships
during school.

Further the policy also aims to
wipe-out the lines between the
current rigid streams concept in
which the students are required to
opt for either Science, Commerce or
Arts. It proposes to provide
enhanced degree of flexibity to
students after grade 10 board by
allowing them to choose subjects of
their own choices rather than

imposing stream on them.

The NEP judiciously proposes
to implement a three language
formula. According to this two out
of three languages i.e. mother
tongue local language/regional
language will be used as the
medium of instruction.

It is also reinterated that 6% of
GDP will be spent in the education
sector through public investment
The Policy proposes a National
Education Technology Forum
(NEFT) where free exchange of
ideas will be available on the use of
technology to enhance learning
assessment, planning and
administration. The policy suggests
that the need for undertaking
coaching class has to be done away
with Board Exams will be reformed
so that they test primarily core
competencies rather than rote
learning.

The policy suggests to
establish PARAKH (Performance
Assessment Review and Analysis of
Knowledge for Holistic Development)
a National Assessment centre as a
standard setting body under MHRD
for all recognized school boards of
India.

No doubt Government's
intention is highly praiseworthy, the
implementation of the policy
requires herculean efforts. The
policy seems forward looking and
strong on paper. The policy has been
finalized after long extensive
discussions. What remains to be
done now, experts from various
fields think, is that there is a dire
need for a comprehensive roadmap
of implementation as previous
policies promised a lot but much of
that remained unfulfilled.

We have been aiming at
spending the 6 percent of GDP for a
long time, But still we have to go a
long way to fulfill this. To allocate

such a huge amount is a mammoth
task for a developing country like
India. So government has to proceed
withurnestness and firm willingness.

We all know that education is
in the concurrent list. Different
states are ruled by different
government of different ideology.
Consensus building among states is
a huge task to accomplish. Without
proper consensus it is very difficult
to reach the task of "one nation one
education". The co-operative
federalism approach is a must for
critical fields like education.

The vocational training
programme for school children
needs perfect rapport between the
ministeries of HRD, skill development
and labour.

The COVID-19 has created a
new problem. Educational
Institutions are closed for last six
months or so. There is a need to
build huge digital facilities to
digitize the education sector. The
dearth of online teaching facilities is
hampering the education. There is a
fear of washing away of this
academic year.

In a nutshell, the New
Education Policy - 2020 intends to
make India a knowledge powerhouse
of the world. It is a great endeacour
to ensure inclusive and equitable
quality education. Itis a giant leap to
promote lifetime learning
opportunity for all by 2030. The
education policy is a right step in the
right direction provided it is
implemented thoroughly with
strong devotion, dedication and
determination. To keep pace with
the changing scenario, the New

Education Policy is a welcome step.
Senior Teacher (English)
M.A. (English), B.Ed. PGCTE (CIEFL)
Surajmal Bhomraj Ku Govt. Sec. School
Kuchaman City, Nagar
Mo. 9414024574
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